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CHANCELLOR RAAB PRESENTS NEW GOVERNMENT PO- 
LICY TO PARLIAMENT. On April 15, 1953, the new Aus- 
trian Chancellor, Ing. Julius Raab, delivered the policy dec- 
laration of his recently formed Government to the Austrian 
Parliament at a plenary session attended by President Koer- 
ner of Austria. 

Chancellor Raab opened his statement with these words: 
‘*Many of the objectives which the new Government is setting 
out to achieve are identical with those which were in effect 
at the time of the Provisional Government under the direction 
of Dr. Karl Renner, and later under the more than seven-year- 
long Administration of my predecessor, Chancellor Leopold 
Figl. We are in the fortunate position of being able to con- 
tinue the work so successfully begun by my predecessor. 

‘‘Our supreme goal in the field of foreign policy remains 
unchanged, namely Austria’s freedom. We have long since 
met all the requirements for the recovery of our freedom. Aus- 
tria,whose disarmament has indeed been most complete,whose 
constitution is undeniably democratic, whose citizens -- as 
the last elections have shown — are disinclined to make any 
political experiments, this Austria is still denied mastery 
over its own fate.’’ 


International Situation Holds Hope for Austria 


‘*The fact that there has been a certain easing of ten- 
sion in international relations in the past few weeks leads 
us to entertain the hope that in the future the fate of Austria 
will also be discussed anew, but this time with a well-dis- 
posed approach. In the meantime, the Federal Government 
appeals to the four occupying powers to take up the question 
of easing the burdens of occupation more purposefully than 
heretofore. The Austrian people expect the occupation au- 
thorities to take into account the more peaceful aspects of 
recent world developments and to introduce immediately a 
more liberal application of the control machinery. 

‘Accordingly, it is precisely in this spirit, that the Fe- 
deral Government addresses an earnest appeal to the occu- 
pying powers to defray the entire cost of their presence in 
our country through their own means, as the United States 
occupying power has long since done already. 

‘“‘We wish to continue friendly relations with our neigh- 
bor states, but we shall continue to reject any political do- 
mination or attempt at political intimidation on their part, for 
we ourselves have no thought of exerting any such inter- 
ference. 


Industrial Production Up 79% Since 1948 


In his report on the economic policies his Government 
(Cont'd p.3) 





AMERICAN AND AUSTRIAN STATESMEN FAVOR EARLY 
CONCLUSION OF AUSTRIAN STATE TREATY. At a press 
conference early in April, Secretary of State John Foster Dul- 
les said that the next issue awaiting a solution after the con- 
clusion of an armistice in Korea was the Austrian State Trea- 
ty. Mr. Dulles indicated that the chances were good for an 
agreement on the exchange of sick and wounded prisoners in 
Korea and “on the question of the Austrian State Treaty.”’ 

The ‘‘Neue Wiener Tageszeitung’’ commented on April 8 
that it now looked as if this time the Austrian Treaty might 
come in for serious consideration. Immediately after the for- 
mation of the new government, Chancellor Raab declared that 
he would take advantage of every opportunity to demand sov- 
ereignty and freedom for Austria, even through personal con- 
tacts abroad. He said that the Austrian Government would 
not miss any opportunities provided by the currently favorable 
atmosphere in international relations. 


Gruber Says Vienna is the Place for Improving 
Great Power Relations 


The idea that it is precisely in Austria that the Soviet 
Union can give proof of its honorable intentions has been re- 
peatedly stressed in Austrian quarters. Foreign Minister Gru- 
ber sees Austria’s greatest chance in the fact that if Moscow 
is seeking a rapprochement with the West it is precisely in 
Austria that it can make a start: ‘‘Politically, morally and 
geographically, Vienna can be the first place for a change in 
the relations between the great powers.’’ 

If negotiations are resumed, there are two theoretical 
possibilities: either the Soviet delegate agrees to the Wes- 
tern proposal for an abbreviated treaty, or general agreement 
is reached on the original treaty draft. Five articles of that 
treaty draft are still in dispute, but since developments have 
overtaken these questions of detail, it should now be pos- 
sible to agree on the evacuation of Austria, Dr. Gruber indi- 
cated. 


AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT DEBATES NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
POLICY DECLARATION. On April 16 the Austrian Parlia- 
ment began debateon the declaration of the new Government’s 
policy made the previous day by Chancellor Julius Raab. 
Socialist Deputy Pittermann took the floor first to declare 
‘‘The Socialists have attached particular importance to a 
forthright and unequivocal agreement with the People’s 
party. All assertions of journalistic or other know-it-alls to 
contrary,.the fact is that the coalition agreements between 
the People’s and Socialist parties leave no room for any uni- 
lateral collaboration of one of the two parties with some 
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other party in Parliament. Only when both parties agree be- 
fore-hand that on a given issue the decision of Parliament — 
i.e. of the Nationalrat (Lower House) and Bumesrat (Upper 
House) — will be sought, then the other parties in the House 
can contribute to the majority vote.’’ 


Russian Occupation Especially Damaging to Austria 


‘‘We Socialists,’’ Dr. Pittermann continued, ‘‘feel no par- 
ticular political aversion to anyof the four occupying powers, 
but we have never hesitated to state that the manner in which 
the Russian element is handling the occupation is especially 
hard on the Austrian people ani especially harmful to the 
Austrian economy. We cannot understand why such a great 
power as the Soviet Union should deny the Austrian people 
the right to exploit the nationalized industries in the Rus- 
sian zone, and the Austrian state the right to control the 
Russian enterprises and collect taxes from them. Nor can we 
understand why the latest amnesty in the Soviet Union was 
not also unconditionally extended to those Austrians who 
came into conflict with the Russian occupying power, mostly 
in connection with minor offenses.’’ 


New Patriotic Spirit Originated in Concentration Camp 
Experience 


‘We owe the rebirth of the democratic Republic of Aus- 
tria to the unexampled spirit of sacrifice of those heroic men 
and women who, unarmed and defenseless, but inspired with 
a burning idealism, by a profound love of country and of de- 
mocracy, despite the dungeon, the concentration camp, the 
gallows and the block, did battle against the tyrant. The new 
Austrian patriotic spirit originated in the comradeship of 
former political adversaries in prisons and concentration 
camps.’’ 


League of Independents Rejects Unilateral Ties 


The spokesman for the League of Independents was Dr. 
Kraus: “‘So far as parliamentary activity is concerned, we 
here now declare that we disavow all unilateral ties as a 
matter of principle. Our only tie is to our platform. Either of 
the two major parties, when they offer bills consonant with 
our program, can command a majority with our aid. But they 
must at once realize that such bills must be primarily orien- 
ted in the interests of employment, especially of youth; 
housing; civil service reform; lower taxes; and finally, 
government maintenance of pensions, or, if you prefer, the 
national pension plan. 

‘‘There is no power within or without this country that 
can tempt us from our duty to serve the state or persuade us 
that criticism and opposition, those foundation stones of 
democratic freedom, are signs of delinquency in that duty. 
None will succeed in provoking us by such representations 
to defection from that state.’’ 


A New Beginning in Domestic Policy 


The spokesman for the People’s Party, Dr. Gorbach, next 
took the floor and said that the People’s Party took favorable 
cognizance of the Federal Government’s statement of policy, 
and went on, ‘“‘I repeat, the Federal Government’s, not the 
Federal Chancellor’s; this because in the first and second 
legislative terms of the Second Republic, there was a ten- 


dency to lay the blame for unpopular measures, or for failure 
to accomplish certain stated aims by the Federal Govern- 
ment, solely and entirely upon our party. 

‘‘The Federal Administration, in extended negotiations 
informed with profound moral resolution, has agreed upon a 
far-reaching program. The mastery of these surely very dif- 
ficult problems calls for a true spirit of coalition and a deep 
sense of responsibility to the state and nation. 

The formation of the Government has been the occasion 
for various speculations and interpretations; there has been 
no lack of attempts to represent this Government as a mere 
continuation of the policies of the preceding administration. 
Yet it shall and will be a new beginning in Austrian domes- 
tic politics, a new beginning having nothing to do with any 
swing to the left or right, but marking a period of political 
realism and economic consolidation, to be inaugurated by the 
new Chancellor.’”’ 


Decisions to be Left to Parliament 


‘‘With the new era, we associate the hope that the ulti- 
mate power of decision will be restored to Parliament, thus 
enabling the latter once more to perform its proper function. 
It was a very unsatisfactory situation when urgent economic 
or civic problems were decided by default, because of ideo- 
logical disagreement. It remains to be seen whether the po- 
litical wisdom of the members of the Government and respon- 
sible party leaders will have more or less frequent recourse 
to the legislative as the final arbiter.’’ 


NEW GOVERNMENT APPEARS IN UPPER HOUSE. On April 
17, 1953, for the first time in the history of the Second Aus- 
trian Republic, the new Govemment was presented in the 
‘*Bundesrat’’ as well as in the lower house of Parliament. 

The members of the Upper House were sensible of this 
attention, and greeted the cabinet members with an ovation 
as they took their seats in the government benches, with 
Chancellor Julius Raab and Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf 
at their head. 

In his address, the Federal Chancellor confined himself 
to a recapitulation of the leading points in the Government’s 
statement of policy. 


States to Take Over Tasks from Federal Government 


The Chancellor laid particular stress on the passage to 
the effect that certain tasks heretofore within the province of 
the Federation are to be taken over by the States. ‘‘Moreover, 
I should like to assure you,’”’ he added, ‘‘that the Govern- 
ment considers itself bound at all times to champion the 
rights of the States, I am deliberately and emphatically re 
peating this assurance here in the Bundesrat, composed as it 
is of representatives of the state legislatures. The Govern- 
ment invites you to debate its proposals with constructive 
criticism, to which it will at all times lend an attentive ear.’ 
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Policy of New Government (Cont'd from page 1) 

would pursue, Chancellor Raab reminded Parliament of the 
achievements in this field during the two previous legislative 
periods. Specifically, he cited the fact that since 1948 in- 
dustrial production had increased by 79%, that wage and price 
levels had been stabilized, that the supply of consumer goods 
and especially foodstuffs had been steadily improved, and 
that confidence in the stability of the currency had been re- 
stored to such an extent that in 1952 savings deposits in- 
creased by more than one billion schillings.He also pointed 
to Austria’s improved balance-of-payments position with the 
member states of the European Payments Union. He said 
that his Government would do everything in itspower to main- 
tain these advances which had been achieved by a common 
effort. But in spite of these efforts Austria’s economy would 
continue to require foreign aid as long as the country conti- 
nued to be occupied. 


Will Create Employment Through Investments 


‘‘Because of the many years of constantly increasing 
prices,’’ the Austrian Chancellor said, ‘‘ difficulties and fric- 
tion were bound to occur when the country’s economic policy 
switched from inflation to stabilization. Most strongly affect- 
ed by this was the labor market, amd the Federal Government 
is watching these developments with considerable concern. 
Even though the latest figures indicated decline in unemploy- 
ment, the Government considers the creation of employment 
opportunities one of its major objectives. But it will also 
have to intensify general investment activities by opening up 
new and non-inflationary channels of financing. In the field 
of public investments, various large-scale projects are now 
under consideration.’’ 


Tax Relief Contemplated 


‘It will be in the interest of creating employment oppor- 
tunities to afford tax relief insofar as such measures remain 
within the possibilities of the budget. This applies above all 
to taxes on wages and income, the scale of which was intro- 
duced at a time when the schilling had a much greater buying 
power than it has today. Under present conditions this scale 
is having the effect of stifling incentive. In addition to a 
change in the progression of tax rates, we also needa sim- 
plification of tax procedures.’’ 

To Promote Housing 


*‘Last but not least, the Government feels obligated to 
promote the housing program. In spite of the large sums made 
available to both (housing - Ed.) funds, it has not yet been 
possible to satisfy the current need for new housing. Private 
capital cannot be drawn upon because such investments are 
not profitable. Ways and means will therefore have to be 
found to make the limited public funds now available more 
broadly productive. This year, too, the Federal Government 
will try to obtain the release of counterpart funds for addi- 
tional contributions to the Housing and Development Fund 
and the Apartment Reconstruction Fund.’’ 

After thanking the civil-service employees for their devot- 
ed work on behalf of the country’s reconstruction, and espe- 
cially the law-enforcement officials, who maintained public 
safety under the most difficult of conditions and often even 
at the risk of their own lives, Chancellor Raab said that ne- 


gotiations would soon have to be undertaken with represen- 
tatives of employee organizations and a way found to adapt 
salaries to the cost of living. 

He added that a beginning would be made to improve the 
standard of living of this group by decreasing wage and in- 
come taxes with the aim of increasing actual earnings. 


Trade Unions Have Shown Great Sense of Political Responsibility 


‘In the course of these last years the workers in our 
plants have participated in the reconstruction of our Austrian 
state in exemplary and responsible fashion, and in our re la- 
tions with other countries we can pride ourselves in the asset 
that the differences between the various occupational groups 
here in Austria have been composed in exemplary fashion 
without engendering great conflicts and, above all, that the 
trade unions, as the representatives of labor, have always 
shown a great sense of responsibility. In the name of the 
Federal Government, I appeal to Austrian labor to continue 
contributing to the growth of the country as it has done in 
the past.’’ 


Farmer’s Contribution to Reconstruction Inspiring 


“The results of our agricultural production have shown 
the debt of gratitude we owe our farmers for feeding the na- 
tion. No one can fail to recognize and value the tremendous 
achievement of the farmer, his wife and helpers. Their per- 
formance of the past few years is truly inspiring.” 


Disappearance of Middle Class Would Lead to Class 
Antagonism 


‘‘So far as our artisans and craftsmen are concerned, 
surely there is no one who does not clearly recognize the 
importance of the middle class and who does not honor with 
gratitude the master craftsman who overcomes the problems 
and difficulties of life by building on his knowledge and Zeal. 
I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to make a special 
appeal to all public agencies and industrial enterprises to 
use the services of the artisan for a variety of purposes. The 
preservation of this group is of tremendous importance to the 
economic development of Austria, and its disappearance 
would lead toclass antagonisms that could hardly be bridged.” 

Derogation of Emergency Legislation Suggested 

‘‘We wish to ensure internal order in Austria, and con- 
sideration should therefore be given to the possibility of 
gradually but steadily rescinding emergency legislation. 
Democracy in Austria is so strong and firmly established that 
it is in a position to repel with its own power any attempts 
at subversion, regardless of their origin. The statesmen of 
the world can rest assured that these democratic principles 
will continue to remain in full force and effect in Austria. 
We shall also try to settle in an amicable mamner all foreign 
claims for compensation. But in order to be able to fulfill all 
these obligations we must first regain mastery of our coun- 
try, and with it regain possession of our mineral wealth and 
industry — in short, of our entire economy.” 

Chancellor Raab closed his policy address with the fol- 
lowing words: ‘‘The Federal Government is fully cognizant 
of the difficult task it has embarked upon, but we are also 
inspired by great optimism in that we feel we shall succeed 
in accomplishing this task and in fulfilling our duty as loyal 
Austrians to build a better future for our people.’’ 
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AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER WILL SEE 
CHANCELLOR ADENAUER IN MAY. The ‘‘Neue Wiener 
Tageszeitung’’ reports that Foreign Minister Karl Gruber’s 
long-planned visit to Western Germany, confirmed in January 
by an exchange of official telegrams between Vienna and 
Bonn, will take place during the second half of May. 

Dr. Gruber’s trip was originally scheduled for March but 
had to be postponed because of Dr. Gruber’s participation in 
the inter-party negotiations on the formation of the new Aus- 
trian Government and German Chancellor Adenauer’s trip to 
the United States. 

The Austrian Foreign Minister and Dr. Adenauer will con- 
tinue the talks initiated in Paris in November 1951. Subject 
of the conversations are a number of unsettled questions be- 
tween Austria and the German Federal Republic. 


VICE CHANCELLOR SCHAERF IN PARIS FOR WORLD 
SOCIALIST MEETING. On April 9, 1953, Vice Chancellor 
Adolf Schaerf of Austria left for Paris to attend a meeting of 
the Socialist International as representative of the Austrian 
Socialist Party. 


SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL CALLS FOR CONCLUSION 
OF AUSTRIAN TREATY. At the end of its session in Paris 
this month, the General Council of the Socialist International 
adopted a resolution calling for ‘‘the necessity of concluding 
the Austrian State Treaty.’’ 

In this connection Austrian Vice Chancellor Adolf 
Schaerf, who attended the conference as the delegate of the 
Austrian Socialist Party, said that he reminded the members 
of the Council of a message Léon Blum had sent Vienna’s 
Socialists in 1945, in which the former French Premier noted 
that it was the first time that soldiers of the Red Army had 
come together with Austrian Socialists, who could look back 
on a long tradition. The noted international Socialist leader 
had added that the way in which the relations ensuing from 
this encounter turned out would indicate the future attitude 
of Socialists toward Communism. Dr. Schaerf told the confer- 
ence that developments had clearly shown that Austria’s 
Socialists had in every respect divorced themselves com- 
pletely from the Communists. 


VIENNA CELEBRATES FEDERAL PRESIDENT KOER- 
NER’S 80TH BIRTHDAY. The ‘‘Arbeiter-Zeitung’’ reported 
that the Vienna Municipal Administration had drawn up ex- 
tensive plans for celebrating the 80th birthday of President 
Theodor Koerner of Austria on April 24: 

On that day the city’s school children received sou- 
venirs from the City of Vienna in the form of books with 
episodes from the life of the Federal President or commemo- 
rative sheets with his picture. No classes were held and 
Mayor Jonas ordered all municipal buildings to fly the Red- 
White-Red flag of Austria. The motor coaches of the city’s 
municipal transportation system were also decked in natio- 
nal bunting for the occasion. In the evening, City Hall and 
the famous ‘“‘Hochstrahlbrunnen,’’ one of the Austrian capi- 
tal’s loveliest fountains, were illuminated by floodlights. 

President Koerner himself requested that no gifts be sent 
him on the occasion of his birthday. 


SPECIAL STAMP TO COMMEMORATE 80TH BIRTHDAY 
OF PRESIDENT KOERNER. On April 23, 1953, the Aus- 
trian postal authorities issued a special stamp (reproduced 
elsewhere on this page) commemorating the 80th birthday of 
Theodor Koerner, Austria’s President since 1951. The stamp 
was placed in use on April 24, the date of Dr. Koerner’s 
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birthday. It is a 1.50-schilling steel-blue stamp on white 
paper. The design is the first postal one of the Austrian 
President and bears the inscription ‘‘Republik’’ in the upper 
half and the word ‘‘Oesterreich’’ in the lower half. One 
million stamps, in sheets of 50, have been printed by the 
Austrian State Printing Office. 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER TO HEAD AUSTRIAN DELE.- 
GATION AT CORONATION. On April 9, 1953, the Austrian 
Council of Ministers decided to send Foreign Minister Karl 
Gruber, Undersecretary of State Bruno Kreisky and the Pro- 
tocol Chief of the Foreign Office, Dr. Heinrich Haymerle, to 
London to represent Austria at the Coronation ceremonies. 


NEW FOREIGN OFFICE UNDERSECRETARY STRESSES 
IMPORTANCE OF STATE TREATY. Dr. Bruno Kreisky, the 
new Socialist Undersecretary in the Austrian Foreign Office, 
discussed the Socialist party’s foreign policy on the Ravag 
radio program ‘‘Echo of the Day’’ early in April. 

He emphasized that the appointment of a Socialist under- 
secretary in the Foreign Office was clear evidence of the 
fact that the Socialist party was fully aware of the tremen- 
dous importance not only of foreign policy questions as such, 
but also of foreign trade issues in particular. 

In reply to the question of whether the establishment of 

an undersecretaryship at the Foreign Office meant that the 
Government was attaching greater importance to foreign po- 
licy in connection with the State Treaty, Dr. Kreisky said 
that the country’s foreign policy is determined by all mem- 
bers of the administration, and not by any single party. The 
job of the Foreign Office was to prepare the decisions of the 
Government. The new administration, just as its predecessor, 
undoubtedly regarded an early conclusion of the State Treaty 
as the country’s paramount and dominant foreign and domes- 
tic problem. 
PRESIDENT KOERNER THANKS FORMER CHANCELLOR 
FIGL FOR SEVEN YEARS OF DEVOTED SERVICE. On 
April 2, President Theodor Koerner of Austria wrote the out- 
going Chancellor, Dr. Leopold Figl, who a few days earlier 
had requested to be relieved of his office, a letter in which 
he said, among other things: 

‘I find the need to tell you how highly I esteem the rea- 
diness to make sacrifices which you have repeatedly shown 


* 


—_ _ Aan. ree 2 








April 25, 1953 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





and your unconditional devotion to our country and our people. 
For more than seven years, as Federal Chancellor of the Aus- 
trian Republic, and under the most trying conditions, you have 
done everything in your power to restore to our people, bleed- 
ing from a thousand wounds, a happier future.’’ 
Figl Called a Symbol of Cooperation 

Dr. Koerner went on to say: ‘‘ Appreciative of the situation 
you have sought and promoted the cooperation of all forces 
in Austria who were willing to put their shoulder to the 
wheel and, as such, you have become one of the symbols of 
the political necessity for the workers, farmers and citizens 
of our country to work together. History will regard you as 
one of the leading men to whom the Austrian Republic owes 
its rebirth. But the fact that you are leaving the office of 
Federal Chancellor does not mean that you are withdrawing 
from public life, and here the nation will continue to benefit 
from your work.’’ 


ALLIED COUNCIL VETOES AUSTRIAN INTERNAL TELE- 
TYPE COMMUNICATIONS. Inits issue of April 11, the ‘‘Ar- 
beiter-Zeitung’’ carried a brief account of the previous day’s 
meeting of the Allied Council. It reported that a minor ques- 
tion at the meeting, which was under the chairmanship of 
Russian High Commissioner Sviridov, developed into an ex- 
tensive debate. The point which produced the discussion 
was a request by the mail department of a Wels (American 
Zone) company that it be permitted to communicate by tele- 
type with its offices in Urfahr (Soviet Zone). 

The three Western High Commissioners favored the re- 
quest, but High Commissioner Sviridov said ‘‘Njet,’’ Where- 
upon British High Commissioner Sir Harold Caccia reminded 
him that only a few days previously Vishinsky had declared 
that if the tunnel of friendship is dug simultaneously from 
both ends, the West and Russia would meet each other half- 
way, and earlier. Added Sir Harold: ‘‘Let us start with the 
digging of the tunnel right here!’’ 


Failure of Allied Council Cited 


The British High Commissioner then raised the question 
of whether the Allied Council was fulfilling its mission. 
Answering the question himself, he said: ‘‘Looking back on 
our accomplishments during the past six months, we must 
admit a considerable degree of failure.’’ He added that this 
was due solely to the attitude of the Russian element. 

During this period, the Russians had opposed the approv- 
al of no less than eighty percent of all laws submitted to the 
Council, had questioned the authority of the Austrian Gov- 
ernment to levy taxes and had interfered with that Govern- 
ment in the exercise of its authority over its own security 
organs. ‘‘There is much talk today that a change has taken 
place since peace moves have been undertaken elsewhere. 
But so far there has been no sign of this in the Allied Coun- 
cil (for Austria - Ed.),’’ he said. 


CHANCELLOR RAAB PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE WITH 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS ON COMPENSATION. Chancellor 
Julius Raab told a foreign correspondent shortly after his 
accession to office early in April that the Austrian Govern- 
ment was prepared, in principle,to take up negotiations with 
international Jewish organizations with a view to indemnify- 


ing Jews for the material losses they incurred under the 
National-Socialist regime. He indicated that such talks were 
scheduled to be held in May. The four major international 
Jewish organizations had appointed a delegation to _repre- 
sent Jewish interests in Vienna. 

Two of the main problems to be clarified will be the 

ownership status of heirless Jewish property and the legal- 
ity of pension claims, which Chancellor Raab said his Gov- 
emment would make every effort to solve, particularly in 
such a manner as to benefit the needy Jews now living in 
Austria. Under no circumstances, however, would Austria 
provide any compensation for the loss of Jewish property 
now in Soviet hands as ‘“‘former German assets.’’ 
800 AUSTRIAN CIVILIANS STILL INTERNED IN THE SO- 
VIET UNION. The Socialist News Service recently reported 
that some 800 Austrian civilians were still being detained in 
the Soviet Union. On the basis of actual case histories made 
available to the news service, it was learned that although 
many of these Austrians, who were deported after the entry 
of the Russian forces, had already served their ‘‘sentence’’ 
they have not been allowed to retum to Austria because 
civilian internees released from jails and internment camps 
by the Soviet authorities are generally sent to the interior of 
Russia. There they are allowed freedom of movement but as 
regards change of locality they are subject to the same re- 
strictions as Russian workers. 


Out of Touch in Cities Unlisted on Any Map 


Many of these Austrians attempted to contact the Aus- 
trian Political Mission in Moscow, but their efforts remained 
fruitless because Russian internal mail censorship did not 
forward their letters. This explains why so many Austrian 
civilian internees were able to return home only years after 
their actual release from internment. They found no one to 
help them obtain an exit visa. 

Most of the Austrians who were thus condemned to ad- 
ditional years of compulsory residence in Russia accepted 
jobs. When upon their return home they were asked about 
their place of work, they declined to elaborate: the new 
cities in Siberia are not listed on any map. Only one region, 
that of Karaganda, is remembered by many of the Austrians, 
because the living conditions there were said to be better 
than in the outright farm areas. Karaganda is well supplied 
because it is a mining center for coal which the Siberian 
industry sorely needs. 


120 Austrians Interned in Novocherkassk Prison 


At the present time there are still 120 Austrian civilian 
internees in the Novocherkassk jail , two of them women. 
The prisoners have been allowed to apply for pardons to the 
Soviet Ministry of the Interior, but their petitions have so far 
been rejected. According to unconfirmed rumors, Austrians 
in Russia may no longer be detained in camps, but are to be 
interned in prisons. 

Their treatment by the guards, as in the case of the Pro- 
storna Camp, for example, has been reported as good, al- 
though the Austrians are constantly exposed to Russian 
criminals who steal their rations. It is also known that the 
separation of civilian internees and prisoners of war has 
not yet been completed at all internment centers. 
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CHANCELLOR RAAB COMMENTS ON FORTHCOMING 
1.C.C. CONGRESS IN VIENNA. Federal Chancellor Julius 
Raab of Austria, who as former President of the Federal 
Chamber of Commerce was also President of the I.C.C.’s 
Austrian National Committee, recently commented on the 
Significance of the forthcoming International Chamber of 
Commerce Congress in Austria (see AUSTRIAN INFORMA- 
TION Bulletin VI/4 of February 28, 1953). 

‘*The 14th Congress of the I.C.C.,’’ the Austrian Chan- 
cellor said, ‘‘stands at the threshold of a new phase in his- 
tory. The wounds inflicted by World War II have been super- 
ficially closed during the past few years. Now the task is to 
create an economic order within the framework of which the 
free world is to be consolidated through a harmoniously inte- 
grated exchange of goods and moulded into a well-founded 
unit on the strength of its unshakable principles of freedom. 
Only then will itact as a magnet for all freedom-loving forces 
in the world. This free world will have the power of convic- 
tion because of the sound structure of its economic growth. 

‘It is certainly no coincidence that the economic experts 
of the free world should meet precisely in Vienna for their 
decisive deliberations in the field of currency and trade po- 
licy. We regard the selection of Vienna as a recognition of 
our uncompromising adherence to the principles of freedom 
and as an expression of sympathy for our unwavering strug- 
gle on behalf of our sovereign rights.’’ 


Vienna Seen as Starting-Point for World-Wide Economic 
Progress 


‘‘We know, ‘‘ Chancellor Raab continued, ‘‘that only this 
adherence to the principles of freedom has enabled us to 
maintain — despite quadripartite occupation — our position 
at the edge of the free world. But we also know that in this 
position — which has demanded great sacrifices on the part 
of the population — we have taken up a stand for the entire 
free world. As was the case several hundred years ago (at 
the time of the Turkish siege of Vienna - Ed.), so also today 
the forces of slavery break before the walls of Vienna, forces 
which we Austrians have only our stout hearts and our faith 
in liberty to set against. 

‘This Congress of the I.C.C. will see in Vienna a spiri- 
tual center of radiation from which so many invaluable cul- 
tural and scientific contributions have gone out to the world. 
It is my hope that,decisive impulses may emanate from Vien- 
na for the further economic growth of the free world and for 
the safety and protection of the millions who inhabit it. But 
Vienna should also diffuse into the world the certainty that 
world peace rests above all on the persuasive power of the 
principles of freedom. I am firmly convinced that the spirit 
which governed the Vienna Congress in the year 1815 and 
was able to effect a transition from the Napoleonic Wars to a 
century of peace and order will also pervade the I.C.C. 
Congress.’’ 


AUSTRIA EXPORTED ONE BILLION KWH OF ELECTRIC 
POWER IN 1952. Last year Austria’s electric power indus- 
try exported 1,058,000,000 KWH of electric power, an all- 
time high and an increase of 24.6% over 1951 and 52.2% over 


1937. During 1952 electric power imports totalled 81,000,000 
KWH. 


WATER-SKI LIFT TO BE BUILT AT WOERTHERSEE IN 
CARINTHIA. Last year a group of water-ski enthusiasts 
laid plans for the construction of a water-ski lift on the 
Woerthersee in Carinthia. The project was discussed at a 
meeting of the Klagenfurt City Council and will presumably 
be realized this year. The course will cover a large pentagon 
formed by a towrope moving a few feet above the water’s 
surface through pillars anchored at the bottom of the lake. 
Pendants such as are used for a mountain ski-towline will 
enable the water-skier to hook himself on and off at a start- 
ing and landing platform, at will. 


TOURISMAND SPORTS FAIR TO BE HELD IN INNSBRUCK 
The second Intemational Tourism and Sports Fair will be 
held in Innsbruck, Tyrol, during the 21st Export and Sample 
Fair to be presented in that city from May 30 to June 7. 
Tourist organizations in France, Italy and Western Germany 
are expected to participate. There will also be a large ERP 
exhibit showing what Austria’s tourist industry has accom- 
plished since the end of World War II. 


DATES OF AUSTRIAN CAR AND MOTORCYCLE RACES 
ANNOUNCED. This year’s international automobile and 
motorcycle races in Austria will begin with the International 
Austrian Alpine Race for motorcycles, to be held from June 
13 to 15, and for automobiles, from June 19 to 21. Scheduled 
for June 28 is the International Zirlerberg (Tyrol) Competi- 
tion for automobiles and motorcycles. July 12 will mark the 
beginning of the International Classification Contest ‘‘Rund 
um den Dachstein’”’ (Upper Austria), and the International 
Carinthian Mountain and Lake Tour for automobiles and 
motorcycles will be held on August 23. This race is to be 
followed on August 30 by the 20th International Mountain 
Tour of Styria for automobiles and motorcycles. The racing 
season will close with the International Alpine Tour of the 
Tyrol for automobiles and motorcycles on September 20. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


VIENNA STATE OPERA TO GO ON FOREIGN TOUR IN 
MAY. Continuing its tradition of annual guest performances 
abroad, the Vienna State Opera company will this year ap- 
pear in Wiesbaden from May 2 to 4, in Brussels from May 5 
to 12 and in Paris from May 13 to 19. Scheduled for presen- 
tation are four Mozart operas — ‘‘Cosi fan Tutte,’’ ‘‘The 
Magic Flute,’’ ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro”’ and ‘‘Don Gio- 
vanni’’—in addition to the following three operas by Richard 
Strauss: ‘‘Rosenkavalier,’’ Elektra’ and ‘‘Die Liebe der 
Danae.’’ With the exception of this last work, which is to be 
conducted by Clemens Krauss, all other operas will be con- 
ducted by Dr. Karl Boehm. 








FRIEDRICH GULDA COMPLETES STRING QUARTET. The 
well-known Viennese pianist Friedrich Gulda, who began his 
career aS a composer by setting to music Morgenstern’s 
‘“*“Galgenlieder,’’ recently completed a string quartet. The 
new work, which is in three movements, will be performed 
for the first time in May by the Samohyl Quartet in Vienna. 


le: 


le 
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AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED TO DATE FoR DISTRIBUTION 
OF ‘‘APRIL 1, 2000’'. The Austrian feature production, 
“April 1, 2000,”’ is proving to be an extraordinary box-office 
success throughout Austria. So far, only one Austrian film 
has done better, namely ‘‘Hoffrat Geiger,’’ which was re- 
leased a few years ago at a time when motion-picture attend- 
ance was especially heavy because of a widespread shortage 
of consumer goods to compete for the public’s spending 
money. 

For the German market, a contract has been concluded 
with the biggest German distributor, the Herzog Film Co., 
which guarantees a minimum take of 600,000 DM. Although 
not as unqualified a hit as in Austria, the film has neverthe- 
less been well. received in Germany, where box-office re- 
ceipts are running above par and where the press and radio 
reaction has been extremely gratifying, with 80% of the re- 
views decidedly favorable. 

The premiere in Frankfurt-am-Main was attended by a se- 
lect audience of film critics from 75 publications, staff mem- 
bers of the West German Broadcasting System, representa- 
tives of the diplomatic corps accredited inthe city, officials 
of the Hesse Provincial Government, members of the City 
Council and other prominent citizens. 

In Bonn, the head of the Austrian Liaison Mission in the 
British zone of Germany, Dr. Josef Schoener, presented the 
film at a special showing which was likewise attended by 
the members of the diplomatic corps and the press. Among 
the distinguished guests was President Heuss of the German 
Federal Republic. 

In Switzerland, the distribution rights have been sold to 
the Rex Film Co. The picture will begin to run in Berne on 
April 17th and in Zurich on the 18th. 


Distribution in Western Hemisphere Planned 


In the Saar, the distribution agreements were concluded 
last year and the film has been playing in the territory since 
December. 

As regards distribution in the French-speaking areas of 
France, Belgium, Luxemburg and Canada, a contract has 
been signed with the Regina Film Co. of Paris — a leading 
motion-picture company which has also produced a number of 
Duvivier films. In Paris the picture will first appear with 
Subtitles at the ‘‘Studio Etoile’’ toward the end of April or 
early in May. After the initial run in Paris, it is scheduled 
for release in Belgium and Luxemburg. 

In Sweden, a contract has been signed with the Nordisk 
Tonefilm Co., which plans to have the subtitling completed 
by summer so that the film may be ready for presentation 
during the Stockholm Septcentenary. 

Distribution arrangements for Denmark and Norway are 
to be concluded. 

For the monopoly territory of Italy, a synchronization 
agreement has been reached with the Amore Film Co. of 
Genoa for the preparation of a completely Italian version. 

From Spain, an offer has been received to buy the dis- 
tribution rights for a lump sum of $10,000. 

A contract has also been signed for the distribution 
rights in Brazil, where the picture is to be released in Rio 
de Janeiro early in the fall. 


Inquiries from prospective distributors in various other 
parts of the world, including Japan, South America, South 
Africa and Portugal, have also been received and are now 
being processed. 

‘*April 1, 2000” has been entered in the Cannes Film 

Festival where it will presumably be shown some time be- 
tween April 15th and 29th. 
“NICOLA CONCERT" TO OPEN VIENNA FESTIVAL 
WEEKS. The traditional ‘‘Nicolai Concert” given by the 
Vienna Philharmonic every year in memory of Otto Nicolai, 
the founder of the orchestra, and the proceeds of which go 
charity, will open this year’s Vienna Festival Weeks on May 
30. The concert, which will be repeated on the 31st, is to 
include Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. It was originally sche- 
duled for the end of January, but had to be postponed due to 
the illness of Wilhelm Furtwaengler. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC TO GIVE 8 CONCERTS AT THIS 
YEAR'S SALZBURG FESTIVAL. This year, too, the tra- 
ditional eight concerts given by the Vienna Philharmonic 
will be the major orchestral attraction of the Salzburg Festi- 
val (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION Bulletin IV/4 of Feb- 
ruary 28, 1953). Conducting the orchestra will again be 
musicians of international renown and artists of several 
countries. 

Victor de Sabata will conduct works by Casella and Res- 
pighi, as well as the ‘‘Symphony Phantastique’’ by Berlioz. 
This concert, scheduled for August 1, will be followed by a 
second one on August 9, featuring the Italian conductor 
Guido Cantelli who isregardedby some as another Toscanini. 
His program will include four orchestral pieces by Fresco- 
baldi, Schumann’s ‘‘Fourth Symphony”’ and Debussy’s ‘‘La 
Mer.’’ 

On August 16, conductor Edwin Fischer, who has been a 
popular guest artist at the Festivals for many years, will 
conduct Mozart’s ‘‘G minor Symphony”’ as well as perform 
Mozart’s ‘‘Piano Concerto in D minor’’ and, together with 
Harry Daytner, the ‘‘Concerto in E-flat for 2 Pianos.”’ 


Walter, Boehm, Markevitch and Furtwaengler Also to Appear 


The great Austrian conductor Bruno Walter will again be 
heard in two concerts, scheduled for August 19 and 20. Both 
will include Bruckner’s ‘‘Ninth Symphony’’ in addition to 
Weber’s overture to ‘‘Euryanthe’”’ and Mozart’s ‘‘Symphony 
No. 38 in D”’ (the ‘‘Prague’’ Symphony, K. 504) on the first 
evening, and Beethoven’s ‘‘Symphony No. 2’’ on the second. 
The sixth concert of the Vienna Philharmonic, to be given on 
August 23, will be conducted by Karl Boehm and will feature 
works by Hugo Wolf, the 50th anniversary of whose death is 
being commemorated this year. His overture to ‘‘Penthesilea’’ 
and the intermezzo from his opera “‘Corregidor’’ have been 
selected for this season. The program will be rounded out 
with Schubert’s ‘“‘Symphony No. 5’’ and Brahms ‘‘Symphony 
No. 2.” For his concert on August 26, Igor Markevitch has 
chosen a program including Tchaikovsky’s ‘‘Symphony No. 
4’’ and several more modern works, such as Prokofiev’s 
“‘Classical Symphony in D.’’ The final concert will be under 
the baton of Wilhelm Furtwaengler, who has selected “Don 
Juan” by Richard Strauss, ‘‘Harmonie der Welt’”’ by Paul 
Hindemith and Schubert’s ‘‘Symphony No. 7.”’ 
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TELEVISION STAGE PLANNED FOR VIENNA STATE 
OPERA. The Austrian Special News Service recently re- 
ported that the introduction of television in Austria has 
been brought a step closer by the decision of the Allied 
Council, a few weeks ago, partly to lift the ban on the use 
of ultrashort wave frequencies. 

In this connection, the officials in charge of the recon- 
struction work at the Vienna opera house have long been 
considering the possibility of performances being eventually 
televised. On the recommendation of Dr. Egon Hilbert, the 
head of the Austrian Federal Theaters, the construction 
plans were drawn up in such a manner as to include all 
technical facilities which television would require. The 
rebuilt opera house will thus have several studios, and the 
various sections of the auditorium will be suitably wired for 
television equipment. 


BAD AUSSEE MUSIC STUDENTS’ FESTIVAL TO BE HELD 


FROM JULY 11 TO 26. This year’s Austrian Music Students’: 


Festival in Bad Aussee will be held from July 11 to 26. The 
festival will open with a gala performance of Mozart’s ‘‘Ma- 
gic Flute’’ and will feature a number of orchestral concerts 
and solo recitals. The summer program at Bad Aussee is to 
include concerts by the Vienna Boys Choir, fashion and cos- 
tume shows, an international dancing contest and several 
other interesting events. The exhibition of old and modern 
Aussee folk costumes will this year be open during the sum- 
mer too. : 


COMPLETE WORKS OF PAULA VON PRERADOVIC PUB- 
LISHED. The third and last volume of Paula von Prerado- 
vic’s complete works, ‘‘Gott und das Herz” (God and the 
Heart), was recently published by the Oesterreichische Ver- 
lagsanstalt in Innsbruck. Miss Preradovic, who died in 1951, 
was one of Austria’s leading contemporary poets. 


THIERSEE PASSION PLAYS IN THE TYROL TO BE HELD 

IN MAY. After an interruption of seventeen years, the Ty- 

rolean town of Thiersee will revive its passion plays this 

year in May. The Passion Play House, which seats a thou- 

sand and has hitherto been used as a motion picture studio, 

is now being remodeled for the event. News of the revival 

of the Thiersee Passion Plays has already aroused marked 

interest abroad. British travel agencies have announced the 
organization of some twenty travelling parties 

555,000,000 SCHILLINGS TO BE INVESTED IN 3-YEAR 

AFFORESTATION PROGRAM. Austrian Minister of Agri- 

culture Thoma recently made public a memorandum from 

Austria’s forestry officials concerning investments during 

the period from 1949 through 1955. The memorandum revealed 

the existence of a three-year plan (1953 through 1955), on 

the basis of which a total of 555,000,000 schillings are to 

be invested in public and private forests. Of this sum, 440,- 

000,000 schillings will be spent on private forests and 

115,000,000 on public forests. More than half of the money, 

i.e. 300,800,000 schillings, will come out of counterpart 

funds, 121.1 million from the Federal budget, and 133.1 million 
from forest owners,provincial governments and municipalities. 
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